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Title-  ‘‘Trade  and  Development  in  South  America:  A  Case 

study  of  Mercosur” 

Professor:  Dr.  Beatriz  Nofal 


The  course  will  focus  on  gaining  a  deep  knowledge  and  understanding  of  Mercosur's 
development  and  its  contemporary  status,  its  economic  and  political  importance,  and  its  main 
challenges  ahead  both  regarding  its  internal  agenda  and  its  external  agenda.  Regarding  the  latter, 
the  course  will  examine  how  does  Mercosur  relate  to  other  regional  or  multilateral  trade 
negotiations  such  as  the  FTAA,  the  European  Union  and  the  Doha  Round  at  the  WTO,  where  do 
these  negotiations  stand  today,  what  are  the  crucial  themes  under  discussion,  and  where  are  they 
heading.  The  issue  of  agricultural  protectionism  and  its  negative  impact  upon  the  development  of 
the  Mercosur  partner  countries  (Argentina,  Brazil,  Uruguay  and  Paraguay)  will  be  analyzed. 
Lastly,  the  course  will  review  the  economic  performance  of  the  main  economies  in  Mercosur. 
Argentina  and  Brazil,  to  understand  why  the  results  of  reform,  while  positive  in  many  aspects, 
have  been  disappointing  in  terms  of  their  growth  and  development  performance. 


Most  of  the  materials  to  be  used  in  classes  are  based  on  the  bibliographical  references 
mentioned  in  each  section.  Among  these,  the  recommended  readings  are  marked  with  an 
(*).  During  the  course  other  bibliographical  references  will  be  given  as  well  as  references  of 
internet  sites  relevant  to  the  issues  analyzed. 
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